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"KITLER WATSONY. -
Grandme Carroll®s vefsion -

Just before the 1910 storm broks, sbout October 10th no
doubt, the "Killer® Wetson trouble ceame upe. T.Je Wetson lived
on one of the islends below Marco and he often came up to Fg,
Myers and different places to get people to work for him, It
was said thet many times they were never seen again after they
went down to work for Watson.

At this time it seems that Watson's "nigger" had come
up from Chatham Bend "scairt to death" with the news that Watson
had killed ™Big Sis", Big Sis had worked for Watson for some
time and when she insisted on having some of the money that
was coming to her, Watson killed her, or had her killed.

It seems that Jim Cennon end his son, Dana, were going
to the Clam Bar when they foumd Big Sis fioeting in the water
near Watson's house. They stopped and pulled her partially
out of the water, enough to recognize her, when e voice from
the shore yelled "I'l1l rake care of that" and although they
didn't see emyone they tock oubt for the Clam Ber right thene

So Grandded Carroll, Gene Johnson, Sam Williams, Jack
Collier and perhaps others, took the schoomer "Faloon" and
Carried the megro to Ft. Myers to hold him and s witness,

It was while the "Felcon wes on this trip that the 1910 storm
broke,

On their way back they met the sheriff who wes on his
way to get Watson, end they +told him they had teken ths nigger
to Ft. Myers, end thet he might as well go on back and let them
finish it end they would report to him, So they (the men)
went on to Marco as soon as they could,.

Watson came up to Chokoloskee Islend, and the men there
told him to go get Cox, who was his buddy, amd who they under-
stood was the one who Watson had had kill Big Sis Smiths,
Wetson went 'off and in due time they ssw him coming back, bub
elone, When he got near he held up & bloody hat end said

‘"I've killed him and threw him overboard ard here is his hat",

Then he reached for his gun - or so the men thought - and they
drew their guns and killed him.

Then they took him to Rabbit Key, rolled him in e blanket
eand buried him with a rope tied around his neck, endths wther
end of the rope tied to a bubbonwood tree,

This sentence slweys bothered me - I couldn't
understand the reason for the rope. Tonight

in ‘typing this, I asked Ernest whet this meant
end he expleined it thus: There was no-ons

to cleim the body immedietely, elthough Mr,
Watson had a couple of sons somewhere in this
section, Rabbitl Key was asend key, instead

of shell end so better for burying. The blanket
was tied eround the body, end the end of the rope



