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TGordon's Pass, Ehe openimng into Naples Bay and the beginning :

'_of the Ten Thousand Islands, was named from Roger Gordon, who had
a fishing cawmp there about 1874, The islands extend abaut B2
miles to Cape Sable and lie in Gollder arnd lMonroe: Coupt*es. T
Henderson Creek was named from John Henderson, the government.

surveyor who had a camp there about 1875-7, while he surveyed

- the’ country about, as well as down into the islands. One or

. two settlers 1ived at Itttle-Marco Pass near the high beach point

and on Caelhoun's Island. The extinct town of: 1ittle Marco was

‘guite a settlement at one time and had & school, = Obis and Tsglah’

- Hall, Charles Rawls’ and Walter Collier weve among bhe: early
qettlers.. Christ -Johnson.came with the Roberts boys Llaa b 42U ana e
squatted in various .locations, notably Blue Hsll on Hory'ts Tsland; .

“ . he rfinally locabed at Johnson's Island whexre he has gerdened for

.yeara and has been guite skillfunl in budd!ng and mango culture.
¥rs.  Johnson was one of the few women in the 1slands who made the

 heome place pleasant by planting an. lntcrestiog garden of flowerg;

'dﬂﬂ trees abomt the bouse. ‘ e :

“Maruo at .ome time callod Malco wos the most iwportant port in i
the: section It wes built up by the energetic Capbi. Wm. De Colller, &
locally known as !Captain Bill, 1 and-was one of Ffamily of twelve: G
children.  He arrived at Marco with his father in 1870 after wreck
and adventures at sea - that recall Robinson Crusoels doings,. He .
forged ahead end built up a town, a resort hotel, a general store

and a shipyard, operated ‘coustwise ships, 1nduced a clam cannery
to locate there, developed and operated a dredge Lo get clamg,
conducted the post office and influenced getting a rpoad down: the
coast to his enterprises ab-a time when the county was a poor
1ittle affair of 5,000 people centered mostly at FHort lMyers, 55
miles nortn. This town produced heavily from the raw materials ™

of the county and was & real asset to the state's welfares . Capt.
gollier relates his reminiscenses in the Fort Myers Pr°ss on
April 16, 17 and.18, 1926, very intecegtingly :

1o Roberts, squaftﬂd ot Caxambas and was succeeded by bapt. .
Chas. Johnson and in turn: by J. M. Barfield and brother. Mr. :
" Rarfield built up a general store emd a resort hotel on a hill = =
. known s the ’Helght ot This hotel, Uuilt in prdbably ‘the mostr.




ot in Florids, entertalned a host of sportsmen i
overs, and was closed three years ago by & developer.
induced & clam cannery to-locate in Caxapbas, con-
post office, ete., and will always be 1iked for his
, end cindly weys. The great red fish banks or Cape e
‘Romano shoals are nearest to Caxambas.. The ‘name’ Ceximba was .
pronounced Kahambe 1in 1830 and. s interpreted by sore as tthe = S
tlace of meny wells,! for the Spanish ships got thelr fresh water
there by digging shallow wells on the beach a few: paces back from -
the salt water. The word is alsorinterpreted by some:as bhhg s
tomoht in snclent Spanish, possibly due’ to Indlant's fires showing
Prom the hill topse. | Lide i on i S k]
. John F. Horr, a genlel character .and man of considerable @
. -homesteaded Horrl!s Island on the western end abeout 1876+
was a veberan of the'Civil,WargfrDm'Ohioiani~servedjas‘United;T“
States marshall at Jacksonville and Tampa, and as collector.at -
Xey Viest during the Spenish-Anerican War. He conducted a pine--
sapple plantation oni his island for years, alge:e Tish cannery v . -2
‘2 citrus grove. He was widely acqualnted throughout Floridsa -
the 1sland country and highly estdemod o bRy A
mny Robérts sguatted at Goodland Point and named the place .
$q oharmchsristics. He was later succeeded by the pPetitt =
31y who farmed the land for years. Ha : 5 i

-
»
Jd

Rom&no, the prominent projection below Caxambas, wes named
Tonga by the Spanish and the shoals were ‘called Bacgo = -
The French called it Cape. Acies or Asles. The British
it Cape Homan. Grocery and Sugan Bays at the entrance to
River were named by a mishap to ths supplies of a hunting -
under the influence of the juice that inebriates. In =
v of the names of islands, bays, rivers, etc., were .
1ittle adventures or the name of a settler or from some
characteristic or often by fancy. - Pickiunehatichee 18
11 conglomeration, indicabing a small and unimportant ¢
ath of the Pskahatchee, MNorgen's Fass was . .named from
of the schooner Morgani Round Koy from its shape; | .
i Psger, Penther, White Horse: Keys from belng
v the respective animals., ¢hatham Bend and river
gly named Dy some fnglishman who: saw & gimilarity to o
=t Chathem, tngland. barnes River was named for Luther
& Vnitney fiver and Island from a settler by that narm .
oliection of pumpkins were found growing in an old
Key. The Elackwater River has MARKY.
Dettom, and so on.' £ i
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wara, as described in John TLee
sbly the: Royal Palm River of
a scutﬂ gate. Ifom Gallivan's bay.

ho st at tered and was. ﬂlﬂhﬂamPQ f%h@«Dav "-sectleu;
E ver ) about 1870 along with his brothers, '
kney Roberts,. Numerous other settlers
nes and a little community with a o
for years, but never got to the gointn4
Lhe uoadrts broth&rs 1ater i
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was a“sbandiﬁg ijé with;th s

pass. o -
erous nick~ -

fgnames:foriegch-qther,fgenerally‘based,upon sewl  personal. i
“eccentricity or joke that had to be perpetually commemorsated.

USettlers firstarrived at Chokoloskee (0ld house) about 1869 .
The Jenkinses, Carrolls, the Pfisters, and the Santines were -
among the earliest, G .,G. McKinney arrived in 1886 and opened.
a gene ral store famous for selling things near cost. He was
the !'Progress' who wrote the unigque news items for Chokoloskes
in" The Amerlcan liagle., -Ted Smallwood came later and now, con-
“ducts a genersl store and the post office theve. MNr. Mckiﬁneyts B vk
billhead contained the Following business policies: 'No Banking, .
. No Mortgaging, No Insurance, No Boyrowing, NdiLdaning;N-i'muSt" £
" have cash to buy more hash.! Wr, McKinney related his reminis-
‘cences in the August and September issues of The Amerlcan Eégle;
_ 1226,_'He-died a few days after the last installment of the -

Upsvilion Key was named from a soldiérs ! camp of pavilion tenbs
upon it.at one time during the Seminole War. Mormon Key was. 97
named by a coash surveyor named Hergesheimer who'was so impressed
» with the doings of a sguatter reputed to have polygamous pro= i
Uelivities who lived upon the key that he gave it that name .
Hujellos or Swallow River, called by the Indians Chittahatches -
- or Snake River was the southern boundary of the immenge grant from .
the Spanish crown to Duke of Avragon. g A I R L R

1Tostmants River and Key were named from the egcapadse of & S
party of deserting English sailors who werpe enabled Gto escape
from Key West by & fisherman who' got ‘their money and deserted . i
them:on the key telling them they would find a town on the other = 5
Sha of the islamd . They were found in a starving conditlon by = =i
‘Mr. V. S Allen who took them to Funta Gorda. LR Sl e

Mpurner!s River was nemed after Dick Turner, -a scout in the
seminole Wars who returned to the islands aiter the Civil War
.period. Harney's River was named from Col. Hearney's expedition
up it to seize Chikikia, Shark River was named Hcahlahatchee
and HeicHechopco by the Indlams. = o7 ¢ i S




"eape Sable or the French. for sandy cape is the nane that has:
persisgted since the brief Trernch oceupation and C&rtograoﬂﬁ.
Tt was called Punta Tanchia by the Spanish. The grass flelds
at the cape were called Calocsa 0ldfields and about fifteen
_miles north was what was known as the Upper Comanche Fields.
About the time of the Civil War the points of the cape were
known as kast Point,: Palm Point and North Cape.  They are now
known as, East, Middle and North Capes, respectively. When . .
Ponce de Leon larmded at Cape Sable he marched his party over:
the prairies untll he gotb mired and.s topped at Ponce de Leon
Bay and was required to back track and take to his boats.to .
progress northward, John Lee Williams found coconub ‘trees =

growing on Cape Sable bgﬁore-l&ﬁ?'and,thought‘that;theyrwereﬁ_'

growing wild. TIwo large Royal Palms were noted on the Middle
Cape previous to 1850.by other obgservers.,"  (From p. S of °
referernce. ) ; i i e i




: ‘rbm :;of;'xf_ionq-pl CLKIV.///J Mu—‘//’q* et ““ﬁ*’ f Frogiie,

‘grandson of,General-John;}&'Hulliams, founder of Naples=one -

the=Gulf, Florida. Mr, Holloway is & nephew of Benjamin J,. :
: Harrison,;former,President‘cf.thc United States, and a relative
" of William Henry Harrison, also & former President of the

United States. ' ‘ : ' PR bnite

(ﬁ)_ﬁThe'féiiéwiﬁg'1nf0rmatiéhﬂwah givén.by“mr.]John Ss7Hdiiiay;HJH.

"Wrs., Jemes H. Hollway, mother of John 5. Holloway, was one
of the richest women and largest slave-holders in the south b ind
. &t the time of the Civil War. She freed her slaves, howsver,
" pefore the end of the War, Her father, Gen. Willlaems, laid . 185
out and;built_the'railroads‘in_Mpxico;ﬁhndfﬁﬁs;knownjnot'only, S
811 over the-Uhited;Stgtus,ﬂbut,iniall'Norther American snd
Europesan countries. When Mr. Holloway visited 1in Mexico & year
ago he was entertained by the President of Mexico and by the
Governor'ofVTaxaag Gen. Willisms' picture now hengs in the
Alamo in San Antonio, Texas. He was the hero of the Battle -
_of Cerre Gordo in the Mexlcan Wer, and was known thereafter
. by.that soubriguet. : ' A : AR
"1 acellaneocus Information: Cajeput trees (now quite common ==
in Naples) were first brought from Africa by the Koreshan
Unity. The Australian Pine was brought‘fromHAuatr&lia'by',-“
Mr. George M. Hendry, now a resident of Naples. . The cajeput -
1s now being used commercially because the bark can be used Save et
 for the lining of modern refrigerators, and experiments are
‘now being made. in- the bullding of airplanes to use this bark
as @ lining, as it deadens sound and keeps out molsture.




‘WF, M. Raleigh was & Yankee from Comnecticut. He had weak -
lungs,. and he heard of the climate in Florida and sround Key
West., He secured s position with the Coast and Geodetlc Survey.
At thst time they were surveying the western cosst of Tlorida -
and, 1like most people, he was charmed with the beauty of Gor=
don's Pass. When he returned to Washington, after having .

. marked certmin spots on the coast, he secured them by purm
chase from the governments \ ‘ SRR

Naubsequently, Genepal John S, Williems, who was then a member

of the Senate from Kentucky, was informed of the besuties of
the weatern coast of Florida. On a visit tc Loulsville, Ken=
tucky he suggested to his old friend, Walter I, Haldermen,

who hed scquired the George B. Prentlss newspaper, that as =

shey both were getting old they should go down to Florida -

and acquire lands while they were cheap, as s future place fo . i
spend their declining years. SEATT s ; Skl

General Williams has become acquhinted with a Frenchmen -
named Champney = an engineer. He employed him to come with :
him and together with Mr, Haldermsn,. they chartered a schooner
at whaet 1s now Tampa and salled down the coast looking for &
possible location. The high land of what 13 now Venice, Flo=~
rida.seemed Lo be what they were looking for. They sailed in -
and ‘found that a native engaged in cattle raising had 5,000
acres of what they desired, They had the old fellow out 'to
the schooner and naturally enjoyed some of Kenbtucky's best. .
with him ~ and under the influence of good liguor and the
charms of. the two gentlemen, he wad persueded 1o sell the
. 5,000 acres of land to them. He was %o report on shipboard
the next morning at ten ofclock to draw the necessary papers,
He failed to show up, however, so they got a boat ' and went =
- ashore and found only the old fellow's wife there. She had.. 2
told him to beware of the pair - that they got him drunk in-- = —
an attempt to get his land for nothing vv. so he had mounted .
his mule and ridden off through the piney woods tc avold them,

e L e
& & 3 _’,‘/‘




"Then the two gontlamen sailed south lcoking at the shore 11ne

as they went, and finully about sunset one afterncon they K =~ -

.came’ to Gordon's Pass.  They anchored in the mouth of Gordon's.
. Pass...fish were very plentiful, and they enjoyed a gorgeous :
" gunset &nd also perhaps s coéuple of old Kentucky toddles =

and the General seaid &to Mr. Halderman, 'Walter, this is it%

This is th» ideal apotl"

"They acquired 20, 000 acres of land and Major champney was.
directed to lay’ off 8 town site. A lwayer was engaged to

10ck up the question of" titles, the hotel was. started and also'- 
.8 dock, This: occurred in 1885, '

-‘“A year . later MEL_J. M, Raleigh, ‘who was then 11ving in Or- 2R
- 1ando, Florida, heard of the new enterprise and came to Naples, '

He engsged Major Champney, after the boundary: 1ines on the =
. ‘south side were settled, Lo plat certiain subdivisions on: his

‘own. In doing that, Major Chempney discovered the 1ake and

the wator-way now bearing his name.

:-"(The natives subsequently called this’ lake Grand-dad's Greek.
- Mr. Crayton and his company, the successor to the originel

company, called 1t Grand-dad's Creek until they were informéd
'as %0 its proper name)a

“The Naples‘Hotel wa.s started 1n 1888. The lumber for the hotel
and the dock was brought from Cedar Keys, Florida. . Cedar Keys
was the first resort city in Florida, ; SR

"A railroad wa s built from Jacksonville to cgdar Keys, Passen- '
geps came from New Orleans and Mobile %o Ceder Keys; transe 3
shipped to the railroad at Cedar Keys, and thus crossed the

. state to the eastern coast &t Jacksonville, Cedar Keys was
a very fashionable resort. ;




ﬂ_"?unta-Gordn wag the next point opened. Reallroad wes built
first from Jacksonville to Orlando. That was the Southern
and Central Metropolis of the State of Florida. Subsequently,
smaller corporations built the railroad lines from Orlando to .
Punta Gorda. From Jacksonville to Punta Gorda a passenger
traveled over five different rallroad systems, This was in
1889. It was & standard gauge line from Jacksonville to Barw:
tow Junction. Af ‘Bartow Junction there were three rails laid.
The cars coming that far were shunted out on a siding of
three ralls. Trein crews jacked the coaches up, ‘removed
the old trucks, and put on smeller ones for change in the o
.right of way from theres to Punta Gorda., A Boston“corpﬂraﬁion-um.
. had bullt in Punta Gorda the largest hotel in Floride at that
. time., It was & frame building - this was in the year 1887,
- finished in 1888. They brought all of their help with them =
sixty odd iIn numbers ' All white -~ waltresses, laundresses,
men, et ceteras Punta Gorda in those days, and Charlotbts
Harbor, were noted for their wonderful fishing. For years
. previous to this date many French and English sportsmen came
. in their yachts to. fish.

iz, Holloway, his mother and his siater, and ‘a Mexican (%o
whom his attention was called as a boy, especlally by resson
. of the fact that he wore thumb rings and had s bell mouth
fowling plece, or shoftgun, all inlaid with silver) ware the
_ first guests in the hotel at Punta Gorda. g

"The only stopping place after 1eaving Punta Gords’ was the-
mouth of the Calloosahatchee River at Punts Ressa, which
was a cable stetion as it 1s now. To reach there one had to - -
 charter a sslling boat. Mr. Holloway!s mother, sister and
. he spent the night. there. There were no partitions in the
houso - one coal 011 lamp =~ and the 1nsects past belieft

.!’""aé’




