Mr. Allen steted that all did.not go well between his
" stepmother and brothers, which may have accounted for
his two older brothers moving to Key West a3 it was
the ultimate cause of his removal from Everglades.’

One day while:swimming off the point at Everglades,
Dwight turned over a skiff snd lost & balling bucket,
On his return home, although he had righted the skiff
‘but had: fslled to locate the bucket, he went to his
fathert's workshop to change hils wet clothes. Hls
stepmother, having heard-of the loss of the bucket,

asked the father o punish the boy severely. . His father o

entered the workshop while Bwight was changing his

. clothing end, seizing an axe handle, shouted &t ‘him:

. M"Tose my baller,will youl" and thereupon proceeded to
_chastiase him sbout the body with the axe handle, -Accord-
ing to Mr. Allen, this was the only time his father had
. eve? acted in such manner znd, feeling that conditims
were not whet they should be, he determined to run aways °

Thereupon, he set out on foot with no provisions and amly .
the clothing on his back and head north through the 5y :
sSwampse. He travelled for 2 or 3 days with only the

‘hesrts of palmettos for sustenance and at: night slept

. in the top of small palmetto palms, coversed and protected . . -
by wide strong fronds. On hls second dsy out, he sighted -




smoke in the distance ‘and, proceeding thither, finally = '
: arrived,qt‘an.Indian;villﬁgﬁ.v'Only~3Qﬂli§$t§refiﬁithbf-T’
'Vill?E@ﬂPnd-hB3Pu§h§§:°n'Iﬁ?ﬁ~nOr%ﬁerly“dtreéﬁ£bn:'jfj~‘-

The next day he met an Indian man on the trsil, = =

This Indisn cerried an umbrella, rifie and the skin of
8 freshly killed deer., The young boy madd signs to
indicete from whence he came and that he was hungry.
" This Inds<an, whom Mr. Allen later identified in Fort =
Myers as "Seminole Charlle! took the boy to his hunting o
. camp where he was fed and permitted to spend the night., . :
. The next morning the Indlsn furnished him with & pony -~ .
. snd, mounting snother, sccompanied the boy on his north-
- ward trek, arriving later at the palmetto house of Mr.
~and Mrs. Traffofd who were living on the shores of today's
Lake Trafford, ~After spending a day with the Traffords, = .
.young Allen continued on foot over the trall fo. Fort Myers, . e
where he was hospitably received in the home of the late = -
Captain Hendry, & friend of his fether., Captein Hendry =
notified his Uncle,@eorge Dwight Allen in Key West, by =
telepraph,  that the boy Was in Fort Myers, and shortly .
. afterwards .the boy proceeded to Key West by schooner te -
‘. join his brothers end Uncle,  Although his brothers 2

" plesded wlth him %o return fio his father!s home, ‘Dwight T

Adsms remained at Key West for & year or two end finally = =
left for New York where he enlisted in the U. Se Navye. .. ... =

. Subsequently, Mr. Allen visited his father in Everglades .
but never again took up residence here, His last visit
to Everglsdes was in 1923 when he brought his son on &
small yacht to show him the country where he had spent.
part of his boyhood.. ; : HiL D R e
Tt 1s interesting to note that, sccording to Dwight Allen,
no Indians visited his father's home while he lived here,

. However, after he ran &way &s 2 boy and had met "Seminole .
Charlie", his father wrote thet Indiens had begun coming = '~ . =
in to his place. The Indians traded game and other foode .. = =

. atuffs for cloth, trinkets, etc, and would then remain = . . <o

. with the &llen family until they had consumed what. they .

" had treded. A% that time game was very sbundant -= wild
turkey, deer and panther rosming at will:about the yerd . . = =
almost 1ike domestice animals. R R S : GRS AAe

¥Mr. Dwight Allen has never heard any other name for today's @
4Bnrron'aﬁR1ver.thnn-"Allen'a'Crcek". Turnert's River, to 1
‘his recollection, had no other neme and today's Cholktoloskee = -
‘Islend wes kKnown as "Big Islend'. While his father lived . = =
@t Everglades, there arrived at Evergledes Will Gardiner . ' -
 and his brogher and & men mamed Lockharg, who married = .
Gardiner's sister. Will Gardiner ocperabed the Santini =
schooner "Fannle', _ St e e




Mr. Dwight Allen has never heard any other name for today's
Barron's River than "Allen's Creek". Turner's Rlver, to .

his recollection, had no ofther name and today's Chokoloskee = =
Island was known as "Big Islend". While his father lived @
—at Everglades, there arrived at Everglades Will Gardiner .
snd his brother and & mean named Lockhart, who married |
.Gerdinerts sister. Will Gaprdiner operated the Santini

schooner "Fannie", = ‘ R R ‘ ‘

Mr. Allen States that his nlece, Mrs, Ssm Goldsmith, 511 ... - =

Caroline Street, Key West (daughter of his brother, George ;

Whiting Allen) may have interesting information concerning
-his father. : Tt i AT ; it e el

. Mr. Allen also states that his father brought %o Evergiqdes.ff  L
& negro man by the msmm of Richard Hamilton, as = farm helper,

and that the negro had @ white woman for wife, .




'9A. From reference. CCXXXV(r) /7%/

_ that the name "Bahkahstchee™ is the only one he év'dr-r.‘h:::?‘? ;
§§f§*?d’§°“Qq'yf:t§1§er~or that name . He slso stated that

: neas Meyers settlad on the largs shell mound at the mouth
'of the Fabkahstohees ‘. _.S b 7 _§oundlgt thq_§outh

4

o

fa) "Following the tide as it swiftly flows inland through one
. of the many crooked passes smong these keys, we soon come
to 'a long sound called Chosuluskee Bay, Of the several = @ =
creeks aprising in the Everplades and flowing into this bay
alpngfits‘eastern;ghore,fit'is-upongthéfbanks'offcnb‘thAtk«;*:
. the ‘scenes of our narrative of 60 years (prior to 1930) were
enacted. - ' i SR S SRR i

. "Tt 13 much easier to describe the beautiful and the agree- |
" ‘able: to carry the lmagination of a sympathetic ‘enthralled - .
resder along paths strewn with scenes pleasing to the senses .
than to try to depict to an indifferent reader the ugly or

the disegreeable, We prefer to think of the sgreeable, and
. the aesthetlc. And so, in describing the Chocoluskee of long
ago, 1t were best, if the pleasure of the resder is considered
to ignore 1ts many defects =nd mention only f1ts attractions. =

"Disregard its pests of mosquitoes, sandflies, fleas, rosaches,
1izards end snakes: say nothing of the wildcats that prowled
sround our house at night stealing our checkena; nothing of
the bears and panthers thet hid in the outlying Jungle to =
terrify the brsvest heart; nothing of aharks and alligators
that prevented our bathing, and deal only with the agreesble.

UWrite only of the pleassing and the beautiful: 0f the count-
less thousands of fish awimming in the bay pursued by hungry.
tarpon and sharks, of miles of oyster bars along 1ts shores
and oubside asmong the keys the myriads of clems in the Gulf.
0f the-flocks of besutiful flsmingoes and plnk spoonblll =
curlew that fed along the shores with ducks, plover, snlipe.
and ofher wild birds; of Tthe deer so plentiful they would
range the fields near the house to feed on tender vegetables.

se s e o000




"And so, William S. ¢alling: +he,venture“a;f13300,jloaded all
of his portable propsriy intc the sioops and started back fio
Key West, After seversl days of headwinds and calms, they
ran short of water nezar Pavilion Key and put into Chocoluskae
Bay to get = supniy. LE . ‘

"Here they found John *@a&a living in 8 palmetto leaved ﬂhack-
on-a small clearing with bananas, sugsr cane, pumpkins and_' :
cow peas growing well in »rich soll. He was- yvery genereus and
gave them a supply of water and all the bananas they could
eat, and Willlsm S. was 80 carried away with the location

- and the richness of the soll that he. decided to settle on.
the creek above the Weeks' Dlace. i

e left all his farm equipment with Mr. Weeks and, 1oad1ngfi'
his sloop with bansnas, sugser cane snd pumpkins from the '
Weeks! place, sailed for ¥sy West determined to return 3ocn“'
and establish 8 homestead at Chocoluskee. ‘ i

"And’ thms is why William S. Allen, a well-born and educateaj*'
gentleman from a prominent New England family, in 1869,— w

.gettled 'in one of the most inaccessible and desolate places_-
in the world. {F*om reference COXXXV(T) fa
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E“Soanuthcy-ﬁanq.headiﬁg,ﬁpgthé-iéwmﬁngfdvg'doﬁqrbéﬂl: '

.goust-pnsﬁgShark;River'and,.finally,”they-sighhedjﬁ'

sandy beach which Scofity said was Lost Man#s—Key;-VWhgn  

the ‘boys asked why they cslled by that name,. .Scotty

' anawereds: . 'I don't know but I can tell why 1t ought to

be called Found Man's Key'. A

"He gaid that a'fgw‘mbnths before as the 1 Jennie! was

seiling past Lost Man's Key g men was seen standing on. .
shore waving a signel flog, and when they wenfi in to in- .
vestigate they found 4 other men, Soma of whom were almost

_ “dead from hunger, thirst snd exposure, . The men wepre taken.
" o Chocoluskee and housed in e small shaclk until strong

enough to 18&‘78 for the NOI"th. e 6660 2095688 it {Frﬂm y refe_r.ence"' ._ :
COXXXV (L) . . G i s

“Mrnis wilderness of islands in the year 1870 contained in
4 1%s entirefléngth'ofssz_milcs,only two known settlements, =
. one at Marco and the other 40 miles to the Southigo fap e i
.. back among the islands as to be almost inaccessible. and
called Chocolugkee, : o A A i

' 7."In thas§ ﬁiqhecr days, a settlement meant a pglmeﬁtbf'

leafed shack in a smell clearing, mlles away from. any iy
‘other similar shack or clearing upon another island, Key
West, 80 miles from Chocoluskee, was the nearest town.

Tt also contained the nearest church, gechool, ~store, bar
room, horse, cow, or other socessory to the entertainment

. oy comfort of civilized man, and 1t was also the negrest . o

market for vegebables, sugar cane and bananas raised by T
thege settlers, and shipped there by small coasting schocnsrs.l.
(From reference CoXXZV (L) . : e - 7



(d) "Passing a flat rock covered by gray pelicnnﬂ and cormorants,

. they saw due North & pass wide enough %o enter, through
~which the incoming ‘tide was rapldly flowings, Seiling =
swiftly along with the tide, before the gale, they followed -
“the crocked winding pass for helf an hour until coming out
into a long sound, they expied on: 1ts opposite shore two
‘miles distant, near s small key, an opening apparently thc
mouth of a creek. '

"7 was evening now and. repldly growing dark. As they
entered the creek, they saw on its eastern shore a. palmeu
thatched hut: with bsnanas and sugar cane growing neerby in
8 small clearing. Being: anxious to anchor and make svery-
thing aboard the schooner secure before-night, they de- ' .
‘clded ‘to keep: on Up . the creek befors stopping. The wind .
now had: become 8 hurricane.........g A

“During the hurricane, the high salt 51dal waters had subn
~merged the clearing to a depth of 3 feet, killing all tender .
vegetation, and receding, it: had left &' deposit of several
inches of silt., Banana trees, sugar csane. were: flattened;
the palmetto thatched shack wrecked, and scabttered by wind.
and flood; & more desolate, nitiable scene of what had been E b
~ 8 home could hardly be imagined. On a low shell mound naarby, ks
the top of which had remained above the flood, huddled like :
hunted frightened animals were g man and his three girlw.
~ iAs the skipper and George app”oachcd, the man -arose and
~turned Towsnd them aggressively, but changed his mien o’
" glad surprise, as falteringly he grasped the. outstretched :
. hand of the smiling skipper and stammered: !Stranger, I -=
* er -~ I shore em glad t! ses yu all,' After an embarrass-
ing silence, during which the timid shrinking girls turned
away as lf inolined to flee to Lhe nearby woods, - thc man,
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'.nnd-is;_nder-bond-nGWltOgabpear,therg_befbre the United.
States court cherged with smugeling. ‘They sey he has .
killed seversl men, was once B pirate, is very rich, aend. '
‘has & hiding place like a pliratels lair emong the Ten
. Thousand Islands where he hides the loot he steals from

- wrecked vessels along the Florida reef, Joselyh 1s so
mean thet no sallor who has sailed with him once, If he
_comes back alive, will ever ship with him again.'"  (From. .

ipefenence CCXAXVLY. & 0 o0 0 o0

) MDuring George's absence, his father and Weeks went on

. an exploring btrip in the latter!s skiff up the creek, = =
Along the banks of each bend of the creek for a mile or &
more, they found a dense jungle growth on.rich soll called .
. thammock Yand'. Mr. Allen was so fevorably lmpressed by
this land, upon which many kinds of tropical frults and

. vegetables could be ralsed, that he decided to establish 'a

home on the: banks of the creek aboub a half mile above: .
Weeks! clearing." (From reference COXXXV(L). i

"At another Gime, they anchored long enough at Pelicen Key.
" to gather several messes of clams snd then passing close
"o the beach of Pavillon Key, they headed down ‘the coaste . =« =
That evening while passing a dlstant long sandy beach inshore,
" marked at intervals by scarlet objects on the waterline, -~ =
George looked in wonder and then asked: !Scotty, what are.
those red things on the beach 'off there?! I

.~ "iMgmingoes, George. They are on Lost Man's Key. So many
flamingoes. are being killed by hunters from Key West that
there won!t be any around hisre soon -~= nor pink curlews .
oither.'" (From reference CCXXXV(L). At ‘




