{h). "Among thc man; uniaun personalities of Key West, raprcsent—f.lj
: ing the varied phases .of foreign charscheristice of this

era, was one Capbain Joselyn, who several ysars before, as

‘& member:of a shipwrecked crew, had been strmnded in Key

West. .As ownsr and skipper of the sloop !'Flirt!, Joselyn .

- had an unsevory reputation among the ellte of tho City, :

but his faults might have been, 1f not overloocked, at least
paliated by the less . critical but more dominant maritime
population of Key West had he not persisted, in the face -

oft. @1l tradition to the contrary, in rigging his vessel as ;

"3 sloop, when gll other vessels in fhese webers, except small e
fishing bosts, were schooner rigged which, as every old e
sallor knows, 1s handled easier in the heavy winds pravalcnt'-'V
along the Florida keys. Many crimes, ranging from petby -
thievery, to. piracy and murder, were abiributed %o Joselynj. i -
and many gruesgome yarns were spun at night aboard waathernjq.'

. bound veszels. anchored under the lee of protecting keys of

his ‘many unscrupulous deeds., It was sald he had boarded

. unprotected and stranded or wreckcd yessels on the Florida .

reef, robbed the passengers of money ard jewelry; taken what

he wanted of the cargoes,-and then decamped to some unknown
rendezvous to hide until all witnesses to hils crime;, abandoned

to their fate upon the helpless crippled vessel, were drowned il
or had been rescusd to leave Key West forever for ‘parts Lnknown. - G-
Qf ‘sallors who had shipped with him and had incurpred hls dre, . =
some, during the dark midnight watehy, had mysteriousgly dis~: .
appeared; others had been Intentionally knocked overboard -

by the sudden: Jibing of the Flirt's main boom, until, be~- "

cauge of his vile reputation, Joselyn could get only Sesmen

of very low character or strangers %o oQil with him.!" " (From

reference CUXXX V(f)




. e

bageness but[nogtrue*RQOWIedfe.of“the depth of his -
villainy, -agreed to pay him $200.00 if he would 'take
them in his sloop to the mainland nesr Punta Rassa.

Jogelyn, surmising the men were deserters from bthe Army,: =
slthough they.were then wearing clvilisn clothes, ook -
thelr money and, hiding them in the haldiofantisaY aopia i v
left Key West one' night and, late the next night, sanchored: e
.of f Tostman!s Key, one of the Ten Thousand Tslands.  Here - = - o
he ordered the helpless credulous dupes fo disembark, tell- '
ing them they were on. the mainland and that they would find S
5 sebtlement with a sawmill where they could get work a = =
- short distance back in the woods.  The poor wretches wepe ..
: only too glad tio leaye such a harsh and vile SQOUndrelg'and;”-*'
. without a supply of food or water; and carrylng only ‘the:=e i
clothing they wore, . they landed on Lostman!s Key." (From
reference CORXXV(L), SO oo '

™. ......esAs Ghe Allen schooner neared Lostman's Key, fthe.

men on the beach rushed Trantlcally into the water as far :

out as they could wade, one man swimming ahead of fhe otheérse .
The schooner being of light draft could go in close to shore. i
near where fthe men were wailting. Scotty Iuffed the 'Jennle' & =

. into the wind and George dropped the- anchor. The man who Was .
swimming grasped the bobstay and tried to climb aboard but,
being too weak,.Scotty reached down and helped him, The
other men were so .excited they might have drowned if Bcobty -
‘had not gone to their. aid with the dinghy. - They held %o ™ @

. the sides of the boat while he sculled ‘and soon had them
aboard the schooner,  As they sbtood upon deck, wild of eyes, =
half crazed by anxiety, and emaclated by hunger and privatiocn,
they presenbed g woeful aspect, A ani

. "After the excitement had somewhat subslded and the schooner
 was again on her course, Scobty asked how Lthe men happened
to be on Lositman's Key. !'Joselyn left-us there; told us 14
was the mainland', answered Spud, He then explained who
they were and that they had paid Joselyn to land them on
the mainland near Punta Rassk. After the men had eaten and ' . =
bscome stronger, hhey entertained Scobiy and George all the =
wsy ko Chocoluskee Dby relating incidents of their stay on
Lostman's Key. George, who had of such adventures but
had never dresmed he would partlcipate in one, was deeply
interested and asked many questions, He was particularly
interested in Spud, the youngest of .the meroons and the
most Lalkative. : : ; s




. "Reglizing the need of a large supply of food forithe maroons,
the veasel was anchored near Pelican Key to obbtain some clams,
The clams here were so plentiful that seversal hundred were =
gatheped in an hour and George and Spud went on Pellcan Key

to hunt coons., They saw several coons -feeding on the beadh
and George shot two, 83 well as two curlews on 8 nearby mud
bank, They then went to the rookery near Pelican Key and 5
procured several young curlews which were unable to fly Pfrom
the nest, These young birds, llke youn plgeonﬂ or squabs,
are good to eatio ‘ :

”As they salled aloné 1ooking for the pole o beacon they
had plsced on the Tock at the moubth of the pass Chocoluskee,
they saw the tide flowing into another pass which seemdd -
navigable, Following thls pass a short time, they. emergea
Into Chocoluskes Sound near gn island of several acres in

. grea, surrounded by e ‘dense growth of mengroves. They
anchored near and George and Spud puf off ln thc dﬂnsy (e T

. axplore the msland. ;




trhey had “ownd along the shgve but 2 ‘shiort di sﬁanﬁé'whéﬁ'
~;heJ came to an opening in _the rangrcve S8 apna“cntly an’
14 landing place. They went: ashore and’ found $hat the
interiocr» of ‘the iqland REX 3xxxixnﬁ£nnx$xnxx
'ixizxxzi was composed of high ‘shell mounds. Zn ‘2 clearing
by, +hey saw seyeral old besaping lime t \tne ruins
iy palmetto thatcned hut, and whas 109 '{ ike & grave

.
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ed tﬂ the schooner

om bed and carried u“e
zboard and opesned the cabir
sir escaped. By the 1izht.
e George and Scobty lying upon troe 7
t“e cabin, -he hastily shook George who was unhonsuious;
nim on deck, he returned and aroused Scotty who
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"""_‘_'Pe’iican Key and ga,tharod several hunared clams.-”

“Coolness, having arisen ‘between Spud and Mre allen, Spud
left Mr. Allen's employ and worked for Weeks at the mouth
of the creel for & month, &nd then left Chocoluskee for
Puntie Rassa.‘?" (From peference. CGX.XXV(f).




irom rererence csxx,ézfﬂxumwywnfilg-’=‘

) nElorida Role in naa'cz;“ s
.Hansion Visis 13 e-n“a 0

‘"Dedicution ts«:iay st S.ms % & memorisl to Judah P.':
Benjamin brought i=nsc »ﬂmu‘xe** e Csrbdle Mansion at
Ellent@n.tnononm_ ey ; 4 7

"TH was fram Gsmble Msnaion tne: Ine ronfederacy's Secre-
tary of State lef: Lfor thes a::*.~« Seraso ts designated
formelly today us his r-“q;%‘e ~rure poind. for England

via Bimini, the a*nev-ed Lol e 11&:;} VOYRES WAS 2iven
by c;ptgin‘Freéeri Ir&s¢n, 22 omsen resident of

_'Hlﬂltﬂ&-..-ew.-«m SN

'"In the month of 2t I RED, e 2 zupPender of the
Confederate ?"es*amzﬁ TadTarson JATIS. <udah Pe Beniumin

snd John Ce° Brackendge, ®00 s:'*:“*wt”w sscaped at the.
same time, came SouEh Sogeizer as bk o As ?Impa, Floridn.
At this poin* they sensrated. :

", Ben;mmin DADS o s*ill f;:::ww ‘z>u¥h, $o the then ex-Z*
treme frontier seis s of *:ﬁ-}sdtzae River, on the .
Gulf coast, in ”Q&ﬁiﬂ? -*t.:a:a. T. e Lesley, and’ stopped
at the residence of sein Aa M‘¢til on tne north side’ of
the river. :
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"Not ‘being sbl
they re*"*uei
‘secre'ea their
all a.«.#-ht SRY

"When nighs
. started,

and just b
enough,tg
but didn"
at P“n:l R

srasote Pass to go oube
Tass sure esnough
*eRring down upon them.

~ropese withont capture,f

Sarascota Pass snd
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t was dzrk and cloudy_j””'

they passed close

* & b scult on board ==
‘ sunvise they arrived
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onteies Chesiobste Hewber.. Ather vemelining et Punta Hesas |

' about 3 hours the party set sail for 'Marco'.

. "Between the last two points they got out of fresh water
and stopped at & small river to replenish. Then they conw-
_tlnued on to Cape Romeno, where they found two wells, ‘In
‘one of thess there were 3 dead coons, in the other two dead
. snakes, The prospect for water was not very inviting, but
_under the circumstances 1t was that ot none. They went to ' .

work snd cleaned out one well, and after welting for it to

. f111, replenished their water cask egain. From there they s

. went down through the 'Thousand Tslends', and passing Indien -

‘Key stopped all dey at Tresca's River. (Turner's River 2).

: ﬁBothhwhter and_provisionu,gafe aut at this_poiﬁﬁ; ahd”ﬁh?ib'.

bnly-subaistgncetwap;a.large'turtle,thay had the ‘good fortune G
%o catch while there, Foa WAt AT e S R

Ypyushing on to Pavillion'xey,‘théy got both water and pr0! :g;:f
visions from Mrs. Bethel and Mrs, Brown, S N A B

At this place Mr,.Benjamin was suspected,  They mef quite = — =
" a2 number of friends from Key West there, smong whom were . .

Mrs, Mery N. Brown, through whose effort they were saved .
from capture, and Ceapt. Wm, H, Bethel, who kindly furnished
them wlth everything necessary for the continuance of their -

voysge. From him Cept. Tresca bought a large aloop boat to B 3

supply the place of the old one, which had become pretty - |
well: identlfied, snd in danger of belng overhauled by purs=
. 8uers., S ' S e Ut s e !

'The party remained at Pavillion Key all day, and a% night -
‘" set sell in their new boat, The wind was blowimg heavilys .
" When some distance off the shore they fell in with a ©
Government bransport loaded with U, S. Troops bound North. .
Capt. Tresca spplied for the bearings of Gin Kdy Light. :
They gave them to hilm, and then asked him what they were :
doing thers, The Capbtain told them they were fishing and

had been blown off thelr course. s 53

Npfter separating from the transport, 8 light breeze ‘sprang

up and they went on their way rejolicing. A% 6 olclock thet -

. evening they got on the banks, and steered for Bimini, at
which point'theyrarrived'wlthout further accldents it

""Upon their arrival, c&ptaithrescafpiaced Mr. Benjimin in;i'_jfj

charge of sn English negro, who was the Custom House officer,
and returned home," (From raferencs CLXX) . ; i R




13, From‘rerqrencécﬁxxiVitn)géﬁéxévénnéy? S THE)

S B : i & ; . Ciad g e
" "NOTES ON EARLY DAYS IN COLLIER GOUNTY, AS FURNISHED BY MR.
© " R. B. STORTFR OF NAPLES, FLORIDA, AUGUST'17, 1946,

1, Captein George W, Storter:

 Captain Storter was born July 1, 1862 at Eutau, Green -
County, Alabama, and ceme to Florida in June, 1877,
with his father, George Storter, and his brother, = .
.. Re. B. Stiorter. The Storter family left Alabama during
the latter part of June, 1877, in & covered wagon and
arrived at & plece known as Fort Winder, Florida, (now
called Platt), about 3 miles west of Fort Ogden, on
July 15, 8T : : B B e SRR AR

Tn September, 1881, the elder Mr. Storter came &o Evers:
glades which, &t that time, was known 838 Chokoloskes ==~
the name assligned to the general area of the Ten
Thousand fslands ==, to farm with Mr. Williem 5. Allen,
another early settler in this area, ' The following Feb-
ruary, Mr, Storter's sons, George W. and R, B., came
down to help hervest the crop of tomatoss and eggplants
and remained in Everglades until May, 1882. . LG

(Continued on next page)




