- Lostman's: River:. : =
- TnIavo T7) Wwhile en route to hey West in '8 aail boat loaded with Bt
. 15 to 20 barrels of oysters, Mr. Allen noticed someone waving e whlte
eloth from=the shore In the vicinlty of present Lostmen's Rivers =
. “Mr. Allen ran his'boat into Régers River and  found three U.S.
_ ‘sailors who had -desérted their shipat Key West. ‘The sailors had
_ hired 4 man to taeke them to the mainland from Key West. AS thﬁy
‘ were procesding te the meinlend, the hilred captain voticed ‘smoke
. 'on the horizon Ffromithe dirtction of Key West ard, believing that
. the Navy had sent out searching parties, the det&ln put into land
. and put the sailors ashore. He told the sailors there was. a town. i
“ “‘nearby further back in the meinland. The sil lors had teen there i
for geveral days when Mr. Allen picked them up . and Lirought: them God
his place: at Hverghdes. He was forced to dump his oysters in '
shallow water in order to teke the wailors aboard and went ‘back

- to reload them aftar putting'the gallors ashore at Hverglades.
. While NMr. Allen was eway repathering his oystecs, Mr, Wilillam . - =

. " Rigby, father of Wade Rigby, plcked the sailors: up in' 8 sloop
~at Bverglades and carried them to the mainland morth of here. As ’
a result of this episode, Mr. Allen named the place where the > . =
sailors were plcked up as Lostman's Key and Lostman!s River.. Mr e v
Allen entered the three sailors! names in ‘his 105 as John Lostman, T
- Bill .Lostmen and Sam Lo;tran. gt i e s e
ﬂ:The Shands! Survey: i R
" he drea now known &3 Co1l*er Gounty was: quvveysd by TownshLyb‘gﬂ :
and Sectiong in the 188013 by the Iollowing- ‘ : ARE
. Henderson;-to Henderson's Creek:.
Apthrop, to Fehkahatchee . ; :
: Hepains, to about the Nonroe County 11ne.




'The Storters and other settlers tried to g Lo
s e e
'aqd ovqrflpw;lands:and;owned*by<twowrailroads;’-?Hé7rﬁiiiéﬁd§Pw6ﬁlé %
' not deed any lands except for agrlculturdl purposes - no tidowaten .
land--, and refused to make the survey. Dr. Shands, an agtorney, 500
the matter up with the railroads and the State, The pesult of his
negotisbions was that the rallroads dgrecd to deed the lamd if the
_settlers would pay the cost of the survey dnd provided Dr. Shends -
made the survey. The survey was started from & point established by
‘Hopkins on the County line, and the cost was pro-rated among the
‘settlers. Hopkins survey showed the County 1ine crossed Rabblit Key.
Claims on Chokoloskee Tsland werc staked off ‘with bumbo.limbo stakes
9which'hadztaken;rootjandzgorwnginto-firm%estaplignadimaikgrsgﬂﬁmn,g;u;
R.t» Storter had to buy about 45 acres of 1aﬁdfto?getﬁaiaér63j:dﬁéfil'
o pro-rating the cost of EH8 7 ST Y, i e e B e G e

R. B. Stopter in Hurpricane of 1910:

While Mr. R. B. Storter was returning fmn Marco, after having taken
"B, J. Wetson there on-his wey to Fort Myers, he was: caught in the A5ve
hurricane of the nighti of October 18 1930,/ Mr, . Stopter put in. .

et Fahkahatchﬁe¢lslaﬂd~and.tied'his'boat&&aja;Stakeﬂw1thESQ'fbétwaﬁ:f
/4% 1ine doubled, He and his =on, Claude&-whd’hadfaqcompaniad;himﬁz'
 from Hyerglades to Marco and return, took refuge in a gmall concrete
_house about. 10 Ffeet square on the highest point on . the kisland., They
spent the entire night on the islend in rising water with the b
Leer i familyclonesdisting - ofs i o st obdmiwifer e O
.,anﬁ‘f{ve\smgll,children,iuwhen'the Water rose toeboutTtwe feet deep .
in the house, one of the children fell of £ of .a baprrel into the water:
and the. resulting splash put out  the fire thay;hgd}built-ingthe'hdﬁagg
. leaving them in total darkness. The father handed sach of the child~
‘ypen through a. window to the Storters who were standing outsidd. After.
everyone got oub of the homse they placed atlcks in the ground to i =
determine whether the water was st111 rising. When the water had = ./
almost completely. covered the island, 1t began to recede end theitn
height-of-theaatorm had passed. Mr, .Storter's boat was smashed and .
- washed away during the night. Befofe the wind chenged and the wdter -
began to. rise, almost all of the water had been blown out of the bay
fand,1acCordingito Mr . Storter, one could have walked geross 1t.  As
~Mr. R.B. Storter was. away from Everglades during the storm, his wife =
and other children took refuge with Capte. Geo. W. Storter and his . O
family, all’ £ whom weathered the storm in & scow 10! x 26t which: = %

was used for hauling sugay cene ko the mill. both Stopper famllics &
‘ pode outbt ‘the storm in the small boat rererred tc'in'Barpon's ﬂinrwﬁ
near the slte of the present Everglades sqhool brllding s A




. Tee County was formed in May 12, 1887 and, in 1890, the people in .
and around Bverglades participated in their Pipgt eélection in Lee. = .
gounty, at which election Frank Tippens was elected Sheriff. Prior
to this time the area had been & part of Monroe Qounty. Tne
‘sensus enumerators from Tee snd Honroe® Counties z‘rﬁ-t_at"Mr'.-Storter!s‘;i[
_ house in Bverglades on eleciion day, enda ttended a picnlc dinner =
and food sale for the beneflt of the.Methodlst Church at Hverglades.

' ps 8 matter of interest, Mr. B4R, Storter crossed the Florida= -
- georgla State line in July, ‘1887, and dd not cross it egain unGil e
July, 1946. i e St R B




aference GCCLXXVIII ,Kgfé;%97év7“f”V"ﬁfgz?}J S i
ys ‘on Harly Deys on Marco Telend, Collier. county, Florida,
. .as furnished by Mr. Walter C».Collier, Tamiamil Trall et -
'*Hoitman Street, Fort Myerq, ‘Fla., end Mr. John L. Cellier, Fe
1200 Monroe Street, Fort Myers, Fle., &t 1nterv1ews by D. i
Grnham Copeland on April 5, 1947. (R SR ;

p,;The first 001lier to. arrive o Merco Island was W. T. Collier.:ﬁ"‘

- He was born in Tennesgsee in 1815, married Barbara Hedlck of e

. North carolina ab. Gainesville, Florida, 1n 1848._ Ha died at

. Merco, Fle., in 1902,

. His wife was. born in Newburn, gprth Carolina, date not racallod,
and died in- 1900 at Marco, Plea.

¢) Of this marriago,_the following children were born' i

“James Monroe, “born at Clnarwatar ; date o St o
~ {ebout 1850) and marrie&‘aebecca Stanton of Newburn, North e
i Carolim . Both now dead. Pk o

{w1111am David, herolat o unaizent | in 1852, married e
Margaret MeIlvane of North ﬁhrolina, at Gednr Keys, Florida. i
,‘Both now dead.'- ‘3 . i : i b

--Bonjamin Franklin, oAt G 1854 and was;{
. dpowned some years later at Gedars Key, Fla. aboub 5 a&ks
fbefore he was to have been married. :

Sarah, born at Lletrwater S in 1856° married Eddia
 Gore of Csxambed, from whom She became separeted, and. later
" ‘married Sticknoy Roberth, with whon she lived at Caxambas.

Both now dead. f e :

Thomas, born’ at. Olearwater Siy in 1858. and, while
hunting with friends in the woods near Henderson Creek,
. became separated from hls. companions, was 1ost and died
several days before his body was found. :

Mattia, born at Clearwater s in 1860, married Davo
Stanton of Northﬁﬁhrolina, at’ Marco, where they Livod. .
Both now desd. = i i e G Fa e

-Laura Ann, born at: blearwater i) in 1862, married John b i
. Tiewls ‘of North oaroIIna ah cgﬁar Keys, Florida. Both Howe: - 17
i dﬁad. S ‘:‘ ; K7

Barbara Frances, born at _Clearwsa tor 1n 1864, married ;
Victor. McIlvane Ol Cedar Keys, where both lived.- Both now‘,.;-‘:
.dead. % : : 2

John Laud, born at New Smyrna, July 23,_1867, married Lillie_.,
" Daniels of Marco, who was born at Chokoloskse, Flm., in 1892,
- 'Bhe died January 16, 1943, He 1s living in Fort Myers at
'*5-1200 Monrce Street, at the age of 80.




Walter CQlumbus, born at Marco in 1871' narried Susan Williams,
who was born in Manatee County 1In Dacember, 1869, at Marco in i
leQG. Both 1iving et corner of Cleveland and Wisler Avenue, =
Fort Myers. The family (Williams) of Mrs: We C. Golller moved -
“from Fort Myers to Marco in 1882 and. grew vegetables for ship-.”s
ment to Norﬁhern marhets. s

Nellie, born at Marco, Fla., in 1873, marriad Tom Ramsey,
and both now .live in Tampa, Florida, .

Mary Helen “Mcllie") ‘was born af Marco 1n 1875, married ¥
Chaples Rawls of Marco. He is now dead snd’ she is_living & i
at Homestiead, Floridas S, - A A G S

.r’f/ o




)"Mr.ﬁW}‘T;“CQ}li&szQaggfwell;OQQGitﬁﬁfmﬁn and travelled: =
throughout “the then known porsions of ‘Wlorida, including

.'wa_Smyrnamandyceda;fﬁpyﬁ.““Neithar-cf his sons could fiell.

~ why he decided on settling'atﬁmarcog?Qnd)stdtédjtﬁat‘this"'» i

- :was ‘@& famlly gueation which wa g frequently asked but the .
answer.toﬁwhich1was,npvar'known o' theme - 0 i i e

. Mp. Collier, his wife and 9 chlldren, came %o Marco on the
- salling schooner '"Robert E. Lea! nemed for the famous General
of whem he had the fondest recollschion, The family fipst = = o
-_Landedlatftho.magth.QfZOrange:River, or,gan1tfiswknbwﬁftoday,f“_-3
12.Mile-crebk,‘Whgrejthey“nemaiheﬁ for @ short time before. = .
proceeding to Msrco.  The fam ly,\including”Q‘ahildronggir;-ﬂ*:'* *“
_ pived in Marcoiin 1870, . i i o N8 e O

ﬁwhatfis;known?ﬁddayfa&'dcllierfargek,,whichuseparabes‘theﬁ AR BT
" Marco townslte from the neck of'1andinorth,of1Q011ier7S'Bay¢',g,i1;w
¢ and immediately south of Marco Passe Vi SN

"Th@y4firétfsetﬁlad-bn;the_high-érouhd-immediataiy*ﬁeéﬁ 6?{*5?*};“”af

-que-th§y,liv¢d_nntil shortly after the'tenriblb,hunricane‘Af;,'“”_i
.of-18739‘”Duriﬁgfthisnhurricane,'the»water.reﬁ@*Wallfabbva**q’--m“f7

ithe floor of their house and, at one time, 1t appesred that : |\

_javeryﬁh;ng‘woulﬂ'be"waShedﬂinto The sefi. Mp, Collier threw . i gy
o chalr intc the swirling watber and found that 4t drifted = . i
. seawerd, which showed that the water was receding and some s

" hours later, the famlly was able 5o gebt out of ‘the houses

. Three children,,Walteﬁ'Columbus,'NeliiqIand.Mary Helen were
. born at Marcoe G e : R )

) At. the Atinllef of the Golller fémi&ly hﬁ'lval at._Mar;__';d’- there _
were .no white persons living on the malnland or islands south

of Punts Rassa.\'Fouranegro,families'ware;living'on-Mhrco ' R
. Island at the northern end ==, some doubt” exists &g to whether. & .
' they were on Marco Townsite itgelf or mear the beach ==, the

nsmes of none of Whom_hrewrecalled."Mr.‘Colliergpurchaseﬁ‘.

. whatever claim they may have had at a small figure and took
“the negroes back to Fort Myers, fpom which it appears they
- ceme orlginally. . o R S G

)‘Tha_first.home of the Collier family on Marco was on: the

" high shell mound near the east centier of present Marco .
Townsite, near the home of‘the,present‘Sawyer,family.-

- Mp. Colller engaged extensively in ‘the growing of wvegetables
and other produce, sll of which he conveyed in his schooner
" Teal! to Key West and sold it there. other
: ' dalt 1 farms were started and considepr=
iable producy, ag wel furs and fish were handled in Key
.-:West‘onioheiof‘saveral schooners bullt by Mr. Collier sub=

'fSBQuent"toitha'"Rcbert E. Lee"s




The present concrete -gensral store was bullt by Mr. We Te
Collisr's son Williem David, about 1890. : This son also
sterted the present Marco Lodge abouf that time. -

- Mrs. Barbéra‘ﬁgdick~collier; wife of Mr. W. T. Collier, lost
- her life at. the age of 63, being burned to death when she.
threw some kerosene on what she thought were dead wood coals. -

‘The fire spread rapldly to her clothing and she perished be-

" fore the fire could be put ouf,




‘In the shell mounds snd rich soll of present Maerco Townsite, - .
‘vegetables grew with great ease and Mr. Collierts produce == it
‘_found‘ready-sala-in-Key-tht.j;It'is sald that the first .
- ‘cabbege raisednin.SouthﬁFIorida‘was-grownﬁat Merco by him.

After the "Robert E. Lee', another sgchooner used by Mr. |

~Cbllier.w&sn"Ths.Guide";-TEkdeptﬁfqr 1nrréquent‘trips.tc}Kgyg” ”'-‘

‘West and Fort Myers, Mr. Collier remalned af Marco untlil his e

“

‘death, except for one visit of about'three'yegrs'in]Missngippi;r }€

At the time of MN»r. pollier's,ﬂrrival,in,MarCQ,gthbrgfweﬁefﬁd :

‘white settlers between Punta Rassa end Marcos Also, as fap - = o
‘aa‘thoaefparSonsﬁcan{rg¢all,ﬂthevonly'settlorsiph;thﬁ,entira,_-~.H:;
coast from Punta Rasssa %o Key;Wast,consisﬂed.bﬂfthgﬂfdﬁ&fnﬁgrg?+ 'Hw
‘Pamilles at Marco, Ceptsain Allen and & Mr. Weeks on the pres=
ent site of Everglades, a'qu?aﬁttlars,*thSQ}qameg3gr¢nﬂ@t:  SR
recalled, .al Chokoloskee, and possibly e few fur hunters at. .

Pavilion Key and st the mouth of Logstman's River, none of. = '
whose names are recalled. s E Gl T Wiz

. The first arrivals aﬁ7orlnear‘preséﬁt-day-Napigs“wbré:Mafhcfsénfmlfﬂ
Weeks who lived gt Gordon's Pass at about the tims General = . i
‘Halderman hegan. the development of present=day Naples. .= . = :

¢ kmbﬁé‘tﬁgneariy arri#ﬁiéfaftér the dolliers‘éame;fd;Mafbéféﬁff%;fgiﬁ;
'rRendarsqn‘Creqkﬁwereﬁthm‘Kirkland,QCarol-and Walkgr;families;r%fiwf,
~Henderson creak;was_named.for'the'surveyor=HcﬁdarSOnﬁthTsure“;saf4

yeyed thgtﬁpart‘of]the:mainland for the U. 8. Government,

Mr.rs, Be Wiiliéms,began_his mahgé and'fruitfgrove about &
.mile north of the old ferry danding some years after Mr.

" @ollier arrived at Marco.

Tmmedlately across the'creek from the Williams! place was
‘another small grove stgrted by the Welker family, Aoty

In the 1880's the Calhoun, Thomas Hart, Jack Weaver and
. Addison famlilies arrived at Marco. At about this time &

£1sh company besed at Koy West operated sailing vessels for . = .
fish in the Marco area, and this attracted additional settlers., .

T,ThQ'EubahKS; olds and'rjler,familias came‘sﬁiil-lap§f; | :

At Gooaland Hoint, the fixsh setbler known to the Oolliers ' |
Was Tom Roberts, Who sold out o Harry Petilt, Pather of
* Mr. Harry Pettit who now lives on Goodland Points .

;"What 15 now known 88 the.Géorgia'Fruit Farm Was'staﬁtea.by._ - g s
. Albert Addison, who later sold out to the Stephens famllye .° i




- The first settler, recalled by the Collisrs, at Caxambas was
the Johnson family who.lived on the high hill at Caxsmbas - -
now owned by the Woods famlly. Mr. Johnson was living there
when the U, S. Coast and Geodetlc Survey made their first sur- ' .

vey of Caxambas Bay and one of thelr survey stations on the - -

hill is nsmed Johnson and is still monumented with s white ..

marble monument, It 1= thought that Mr. Johnson sold to & . u;wwﬂ? ”

. Mro Green and all of. the hill property was®later acquired ~ ' = =
© by the late-J. M, Barfield, Another setiler. at Uaxambas was . =

- Willlam Roberts who ceme foom Key West, -

The first settler on Horr's_IsIénd, as recalled bj;thé‘Coliiefs;;f'
- was Captain Horr, The "Blue Hills" plantation.at the extreme =

- norchern end of Horr's Island was really no plantation but wag
- farmed by 4 young men, one of whom was & Robertis. ‘ s




. At Royal Palm hémmock;,#qéaraang,to-the.céiliers,nﬁhgffiist-;;71'?-

% persona'warQTJthS“cannOnjgnd“Fraﬁk:FutGh;*WhOfhnﬁtéd,in B
fhat wernitory for fumss o TRt G

 About 1885, She Barnes family established themselves on what
. 1s now known as Grocery Bey at ‘the mouth of Royal Palm Ham~- -
: }mock_Creok; ST : e e

The finst settler on Dismal Key wés named Newell}ﬁhd'ﬁéme}ffVV
bRere sbout 1890, 1. T it et

| femilies.

- on Fahkah&tchééfl&lénd-ﬂere théfYébﬁéns;'ﬁ#li aﬁd chamb§f1ﬁinf;ij?7

5

'.Onffanﬁhef?Kﬁy Jusn Gomez WS eétabliéhédffgﬁéﬂﬁaSJQ,véry “'wﬁﬁh;
old m&niwith;thr&melY:PSGHIiar;charﬁcterisyids;; Although = 4

o very*ageﬁyﬁhﬂWﬁs'P°530359ﬁ'°f'830at_stran&$hgand;fPQQuently“.f!'T
poved to Marco for grocerlies -- o distaice of about 12 miles, =

. He always came alone and his wife was understood never to .

. have left their 1ittle plape on Panther Key.

Some yesrs’ after the Colliers érrivod”at'Maréq;\Jémqélzx

Collier and his-familY'Settled'on.ashellfmoﬁnd‘onwhﬁt_iéif”: ﬁf’ﬁ

. now called Addison's Bay, After they left, thig place was
occupied by an Addizon, from whilich the nsme 1s derived.

' ¥ictor Mellvane and his wife Barbara-Francas_Gollier,‘shortly._

after their marriage, settled on a shell mound on what is =~

 now celled McIlvane Bay. They were the first settlers on that

_ ‘mound ‘end they remained there fox seyeral years until she died,
whereupon- the place was' le £t without setElens it g : 2

Sem B. Willlams bought hisg place about & mile north of the

- 0ld ferry landing on Merco. Channel from Bob Everett.  Mr. .
Willisms ‘i st11l living_and:iS“thp'broﬁheriof Mrg. Walter .

. gollier who lives In Naples. . - = i e B e

hcross the bay from the Williams or Everebtt place, & poinf
was settled by Chris Johnson, who lived there £or many. yeard

until his death about 10 years agoe

} ‘According to the Colliers, vbryﬂfeW'Indiansfever come -to
‘Marco; altHough many traded at’ Chokoloskes and gt the Allen
-and;f%orter.stqrefon'the.site'of‘preSentdday'Everglades,-

 Neither brother had any recollection oft Tndian engagemen s
.V_during the Seminolg Ware g . ST :

-




 Prom peference COLXXIXs St ke AAAL) e

Ts) Notes on Eerly ays on Marco Island, Gollierqdbuﬁﬁyg:ﬁiﬁgggﬁ;ﬂfff

‘a5 fuenished by Mps. Florence E. Cannon, 937 Edison Avenus, ©
TFort Myers, Florida, at interview by D. Grahem Copeland on :
Appil B, doa7el U et e B
SR AR e e e e e G ee BB T
Mrs. Cennon was born Florence Gruber in Jacksonville, her =
in 1856 and dlied ay Marco, Februsry 2,°1920. -~ i

e et

Jirs. Cannon's parents weve from Colwibis, South Garolina and

‘i ,lgft,thdt-cityiafber;ths“civi1§Wé¢ to begin life again in
i mlgpian e e S e e ]

" Followlng her. marrisge, Mrg, Cennon ‘and her husband and theip
.B-children-sailqdzfﬁamycyystal»ﬁivarg_FIQr;dn;;onﬁtha?échbdnér_g‘
fTuttie". While off Little Marco Pass on July 15, 1900, the . *
schooner lost its rudder in a sudden squall mnd was overfurned.

The family in the bost at the time was: .

g .Minnig;‘bornﬂlses, now ﬁrs. M, Q;‘Wiggins”oﬁfLakéiénd;}Fié;;?fﬁ;

_Gerﬁrg&q;'bérh 1887, now Mrs. A. W. Roberts of Misml, Tla.,
.Rﬁj,-béfh 1892, ﬁdwéliyinénat qut Mfers,- L
"Dan§,5bbfﬁ 1894, nbﬁ-living at F6ft Myers,'

Renh, borh'laav,‘now iiving'ét Naplés, .

Wnen the' schooner was overturned, the entlre family was, 5
thrown inbo ‘the surf which, fortunately, was very ‘shallow -~ &
“and the parents waded ashore carrying th ir children with @ .
 them. On the shore were Mr.. = . “Hapris and several =
members of the Robertson family, who lived on an jsland Just oo
inside the pass. The,K family were hospltably received and:
remained with Mr, Harris and the Robertgons for some bimes . -
A few months aftorwards, the ¢annons. made bthelr way over land .
to the site of present-day Royal Palm Hammock, where the only: i
living beings at the time consitied of bears and ‘panthers, -~ -
~gome of whom came.almost‘nighﬁly-to,the_palmetto_Shacks.in ;
. iwhich the family lived. They remained &t Royeal Palm Hamumock
. until 1201, when they constructed several skiffs and made; ;
their way down Royal Palm Hammoek Breel to the Gorcery Place . - -
~and ‘thence’ to Marco.. . : s e A s

(e) AL thab tiﬁefthe Grdcery"PlaCey¢whicﬁ sebs ﬁdday on a high Ty
. shell mound on the north bank of a fork in Royal Palm Hammock =
Creck, Was operated by Andrew Barnes. o e R ‘

f(f);it'Mardo}pn‘hérﬂﬁrﬁlvél there in 1901, were Captain Walter
el Gollier, Capﬁgin'Billl_collier,,Sameilliams,'thehNewells
rﬂ:and‘JudgggAﬂd;son;;whonlived on a creek, . R




Otbers Who probab y arrived later wers James Daniels, Dy
olds and the Eubankq and Tyler families.

- AL Gazdmbas, the Barfields wers liv1ng, 8y well ag A Siresteiien g
" Stephens who came From Homosassa and  the Ludlow family, who

engaged in pineapple planting. Mr. Ludlow came from Indiana-A°-7
or Illlnois and marrmed Emna, davghter of Captaln RBill Colliarm

On Forr's Island Jack Hnlviston was living about 1902.




