\(h) The Burmhsm Clam Factovy was established ab

.(i)]ThagPostwgﬂfice.wgsfe&habli%hed,about'ISQOggndﬁwaggngmgd,_?;5_%_
7/ WMaloo" because, as she understood i, thers was snother .

©  Pos® 0ffice by fhe name of M@rco.'”Thsln&m¢ waS'sﬁbaa@u&htiﬁ'f*ﬁ“
ahe mail we.s brought~frcm~Punta-Rassaain.the-éarlﬁ_1990,s;i:;GT:'
. by the sailing boat !'Walco! and was handled by ‘John Hall .

‘and Willerd Russell, . SR S s e e e

Fae!

- Although; according'toers;gGannbﬂ,fﬂhejshed‘many_biﬁﬁ@py;'; AR

- bears of loneliness and oftten ysarned to return fo more . i

civilized parts, she remained at Marco until May, 1920 . o
‘goon afterﬁtheﬁ;eathuorﬁhbrghnsbaﬁd;féxcepthcnﬂpnefprmpw_ Y
the fsmily made to Callfornla and'Oregbn'ih;lQOSfahd!19085 Sei




."EARLY METHODISH TN THE TEN
| THOUSAND TSLANDS :

"Prior to 1890, there was " no chuvoh of any denomination 1n

that section of southwest Florida which 1s known as the Ten

' Thousand Islands,  This falry-land was inhablted' by the native:
Indians and a.few piloneers, The only means of access was by

boat. Barly 1890 the. Florida Conference, ever alert to new

~mlssion fisglds,” avpointed ‘meigs missiohary to this area, = Ee

. '"Immediately following Conference I set out alone to Pt Myers i

where I ‘chartered passage on'a sallboat named !'The FPloughboy!
which was under the command of Capt. Joe Willfams. In addition

" ‘to the crew and myself, there were two other passengers. Shortly

. after we landed at a plaoe called Chocoluskee, these two men . Sy
engaged . in & fight and one was Sl&iﬂ.‘ Iy fipst act as aminieter Pty

was to bury the: murdered mane . -

"T immediately set about to win the confldence of the lndiane ,

" and the few white people who lived at Chocoluskee, which ig now

© known as Hverglades Clty.. We shortly erected a small: ‘chapel

~at this point, and by means of boats I preached at almost. every f(f
inhabited island in the group, At the end of ‘my first year, we—n;‘

. had finished the construction. of two capels, the one mentioned

" and another at Marco Tsland, -

. "on lMay 7th, 1892, I was married to Miee Minnie TH Clark by “the'
Rnev, Re H. barnett, who performed this ceremony at. Leesburg., My
bride returned with me and was &a great Inspiration in carrying out 3@
" ‘our pioneser evengeliem. Shortly after her.arrival, a pareonege %
S was. built ‘at what is now Everglades City, ‘which stood for. many

vears until it was destroyed b“ storme - The church officials
at that time were baﬂt._George Storter, James Lockhart, S. B. .
Black, Capt, R. Be. Stonter-znd George Christian, “ith thelr aid
" we neld a number of revivals wlth good results. -
1T gaply made friends with the ueminole Indlans, and before long
. man; of them abbtended our churcn. 8Since they knew little English
and I knew less of thelr language; I .doubt 1T ‘they:: rece*ved much
- help from my sermons. when they came to church, they sat on the = =
' floor cross-legzed Instead of using the benehes. Some of ‘their nemes
- were rather amusing, such as' Water Turkey, Qqulrrel Jumner and
 Miami Billie. -
. "Durping the foub years: w6 served tbis elrcuit we recewved but

“little money, but we never wanted for anything. My wifels. dlary

. shows thet on éne day we had on our bLable seven Adiffersnt kinds of
~ meat. We had an abundance of eeefood, wild geme, native fruits and
vegetebles. In addition bo this, the affectlon and confidence of
those we served made these foar of the most dell htful years of
our life.

"The area I then served 15 now.a part of the Lakeland Dlstrlot
and includes sewveral good churches, but mudh of the section 1s
utill undeVﬂloued in every reewect.--‘ :

. GEORGE W.. GATEVOOD.

(Frbm.’La&oland Dlstrict Newe')f?'r
(o L Lakelﬁﬂds Fla., District: Yews of.
' : unﬂnown date ) :
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vron seference GGLINIL, /s fodbrrew /777)

(?)'Nbﬁ&S'on'Eariy7Déy§'Sh'Maf¢6’Island,Acéliieﬁ°00uh$?;”Fiofida;'3:'”

. 8s furniahcd by:Mr;'A}bdft’ﬁddison, universelly known &g - .. -
‘MTudge Addlson'! at his home at Marco alt interview by Draiasliy
Greham Copeland on April &, 1947, - s

Mr. Albert Addiéon'whs born in Portsmouth, Engiﬁﬁd;-ih°18?d;tff 7-

- _ceme to the United States in 1889, landing .as & lad of 19 in @
Wew Yorks: He proceeded at once ‘to Davenport, Florida, end -

arrived at Marco in 1824, After leaving Dayvenport, Florida;

' he travelled 18 days by oX team successively to_Alva,'antﬁf],iff

‘NMyers, Bonita Springs, Neples and Henderson's Creek. 1o . 5L
recalls that the river at Bonlta Springs was bridged with =
an old faghioned cordurcy bridge sand that he remainediab = -

Henderson's Greek about 2 months. Leaving Henderson's Creek,

he arrived et Marco in 1894 and went to*work-for-Bobpgvgrgtti;ifl&

who, &t that time, had a farm and grove ‘across from the John- =
" son (Chris) plece, which was later acquired by Se Eo Williams. ..

‘In 1896 e, Addison marrled Cﬁarity.Nawelisaa;daughtép'owadw_f_{f
ward R. Newell. MNMr. Newell had settled on Dismal Key aboub.. -= =

1892, having come there Prom Texag, and left DismalﬂKey‘abnut: 
1886, S O : ket S B T L BN

Other settlers on keys in the general viecinlty of Marco Island: %

wepe "Dummie! Barnes, who was deaf and dumb and lived on
- White Horse K&y. Mr. Barnés and his wife.(name'ﬁbt,recalled) :
who was slso desf end dumb, had two sonsg, one named Andrew and

the other whose name 18 not recalled. The entire Barpes family ...

of that day have all died, but the boys'liVGd;at~ﬁhe&G%paery-?lacé

. pbout 10 years and then moved swaye (One son wWas named Andrew).

_Another early settler. on White Hopse Key was Mr. Tbbmpsoﬁ,ff

a carpenter of NMarca, Wwho fﬁllOWed.the.Earnes_ﬁamif?’?h Thite
Horse Key for = short time. " ] R ; b

On Tour Brothers Key, located north v thite Horse Key and
hetween that key and Gomez or Danther Xey, Jim Daniels setble d
with John Lowe &nd his famlly. This key was named for four
brothers who first settled there ond remained for a shorb
© fime. The family name of thece four brothers 1s not recalled,
. APter the Jim Daniels and John Lowe families left Four Rrothers
_Key, 1t was occupled by & M ; “Brady, who is believed
to have been the 1last ccoupant of the Key. e (e

A Tim Damiels Tirst 1ived on Dismal Key, then on Four Brothers
Key, from which he vemoved ho Grocery Bay and finally to
Marco Island where he lived on Collier Bay. in =& nlacse

orlginally bullt by Joe Addlson, brother. of Albert Addisdng‘




Ypunmle® Barnes, after leaving T Horse Key, starbted the-.
Grocery Place which is located on &h  bank of a Iork
of Royal Palm Hammock Cresk . ut 1/4 mile north of. the
mouth of Royal Palm Hommock gresek. Mr. Barnes was nob Tne
original settler on the site of the Grocery Place but the
nme of the original sa@tl&r_iS‘notgrecailed. ' :

sddtson Bay, whlch is in fne extreme northeastern portlon of
the Marco Taland Townﬁhip'(SE-Bs}, wes ngmed for Albert Addison, .

who purchased = shell mound on the bay from Jeck Laud Collier.
Wy, Gollier had been preceded on.this place by his brothen, -
Jinmy Collier, wno wag the orlginal settler, This place is
stIll owned by Hr. Albert Addlson bufb has not been occupled
gince 1024, i ' : : : i S ;
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 The property now designeted as MicIlvene! and locabed about .
in’ Section 33=-51-26, & short disbence weast of the sbandoned '
A.C.Li. Rallroad grade, is an -old Indisn shell mound. It wad
originally settled by Mr. . NMeIlvane, who married a0
sister of'Mr;:Jack}Laud'CoIIier. 4

The properiy now known a3 the 5. H. Williams place Iln Ssction |
32-51-26, “0on the old Marco junctien-Marco road was ortginally
owned by Bob Everett, who clsimed the South half, and Mpeici i r
.. TValker who claimed the North halfe Immedimtely: | .
@cross an inlet in the same, Sectlon 1s’a peninsula, on which." -
Mrts Chris C. Johnson settled end established & grove and farme

.} At the time Mr. Addison arrived a2t Henderson'!s Creek, Mr. .
; gharlie,Cross'was,the-orig;nal:settlcra.'He‘lata?-sold hig o
_Eproperty'to'Mr._Gehq-Whiddan, whe later removed Lo Corkscrew.
Mr., Gehu Whiddentié‘theufather‘of‘Mra-Grnhﬁm'W;'Whidd@n;wl;,-uy’
County Commissioner from the Tmmokalee Districty and the =
present Mrs. David Morrissey, widow, who stlll occupies the
old Cross place at Henderson's Creek., " = S e s

When Mr. AddiSdh'arjivcd atb Mafco’therefwere‘SQVepgl,fgmi11¢3,75
1iving there but the chief owners were members of the Gollier
family, most of ithe property being owned by Captain W. De  °

The fipst Collier home'on Marco'Towhsﬁtgﬁoccﬁpisd the large
Tndlan shell mound immediately across the streey.from Mr,

Albert ‘Addison's present home in Marco.

‘Richsrd Sewyer and lils grandmother, Mrs. H, R. Newell, af
this time were living on Dismkl Key. Ratit: e :

Tt was Richard Sawyer who,* as a boy, Glscovered the body of
John Gomez, who dled at the age of 122 years and who: had
occupied Gomez FPoint. on Panther Key for nany yeanrs.

Mr. Addlson knew John Gomez well and, on account of 1liltile
~ favors done for Gomez, became probably his best confldent.
Mr. Addison frequently vislted Gomez on' Panther Key-.and saw .=
him often when Gomez came to the store at Marco. Gomez wes
maprlied and Mr. Addison knew his wife, who rarely lert fthe
1=lafid, end was very retlcent. - After Gomez dled, his wife
nemoved to Fort Myers where she died. i ;




Gomsz, even in his exfireme old age, was a very powerful man,
although he was somewhat short 1in stature, He boasted thab:
he could pleck up a full barré*_o? whiskey and drink from: the
bung. A white man by the name of Brown and a Mexican, known
as Pancho, bullt the 1ittle Gomez house on Panther Key, Thege
two were wood cubters. supplv;ng wood for: the Key West marken.
On one occaslon, while cutting wood in the swamps, Brown was
poisoned 1n some way and was tsken to the hospital in Key
Wesi where he diea. Pancho returned from Key West to Mexlco’
end was not known in thls territory thereafter, Nr. Addison
is of the opinion that Brown died bcxooe Gmuez, although he
1a not SUpe, iy ;

; Having become 2 confldent of uomeu, Gomo" often dlSuHSBCd
various matters with Mr. Addison bul, although others claim
that Gomez freguently told theam of his riratical nxnloxts,

. ‘he' pnever m@ntioned the same to Mr; fddison.

Gomez. told Nr. Addiaon fhat in 1694, when Nr. Addizon Tipst
arrived at Marco, he wag 113 years old, and, although Mr,
Addlison does not recall the year in whlch Gomez: dlied; he i ;
.‘thinks he was more than 100 yaars old at the tima of hls death..




3 On one: occasion, Gomez told Mr Addison that he was to ;

' have been hanged in Cubs end that the -night before he was

. to hsve besn execubed he. ascaped alona in @ small bateau,‘”
which he rowed from GCuba to Key West in rough:weather, and =

. that when he arrived at Key West, so smrenuous hed been the A
rowing, the oars were benf badly, . 15k

;-Gomez further told Mr. Addison thaﬁ, on one occasion, ho : 2
was on & vessel carrylng ‘slaves which were intended for séme.7;“ 3
Southern port but, when off the ‘Gubsn cosst, the vessel was =~ .
‘chased by a: upanish man-of=wapy and the slaves were landed in. .

. Cuba. « Mr. Addlson does not recall whether or not if wes in
connection with this spisode that Gomez was arrested and
scntcnced to be hangcd.

L
'f

q) While . on a visit to Gomaz on ?anther Key, Gomez showed him
2 large sized ‘package of papers, which Gomez thought to be
 yery valuable, and asked Mr, Addison to . examine them and
state their value. O0n opening the package, Mr, " Addison
 found that 1% ccontained a great meny ‘dlschérge and enlist- -
ing papers of sallors on and from various merchant ships,
The nsmes of the persons and. descéription showed that~ they ;

viere pereons of both the Whlte and negro reces.

"'7thn Mr. Addison explained 5o Gomez thal Lhege papers were

of no value, Gomez rébundled them and kept them still think-
ing that they might be of value. Mr. Addison doss not know
what. became of the. papers and was never able to ascertain
. from Gomez why he retained them obther than that Gomez stated
‘they were very valuable. It does not seem Improbable that
- these enlistment and dlSﬂharge pavers of merchant sallors
mey have. been coLlccfed during the rumor@d piratlcal exploits
ot Gomea. : ; ;

Mr. Addlson states that, when he f rat’ arrived ab Naruo,-
there were a greabt many wolves in the tlmber lands on the '
malnland. and that Thomas Collier was lost in the woods while
hunting and his body was Tound some days affer his death,

his face and arms had been badly mutilﬁted by Wclvcs.




15. From reference COLXXXVIII, /Cﬁ?.;é;éyvvcwf'/y%%;/"

(a) Interview with Mrs. Tommie Camlllia Sﬁﬂmnena B
My, John ] &ymond htephens_at the hone of Mr
ab Marco, Florida, by D. Grahem Copelqnu, ﬁfr

(b) Allen Thomag Stephens was born in Cﬂréeie, Georgi
1864, merried (1) Uatﬁiu McLendon in Cordele i:
having been bora in 1860:and having dled ixn Cord
married (2) Annie DeWilla Colling in 1887 at GCor
having been born in Cordele and having diled in i
Florida, in- 1244, : :

LR o~}
@ HOom

e
20

The children of the flist marrkags weres

John Raymond, born at Cordele 1ln lovember,
married Juana Rojas of Natanzac, Cuba.,

»

who died =t Richmond, Virginia, in 1926;

Thoma s AdYexy, Born in Cordels,
VOWIIE » ;

£

()i The ¢M““creﬁ of the sscond marrlage

Tommie Camilla, born at Cordele, July 20, 1888
rnarried James Moadison Barfilield at hnvernpsz, i
July 31; 1806, who died af I"fM yers, flcrlda,
12, 1944, and is interred in *h@ Fort lyers

1’@, born 1889, married Pst

games J.c//ersor; born 188

and (2) a daughter of

sequent to the death of

Brovn and now llvez afh

T; oy Ry :v Ik ‘J ? l"“-’}C 'lﬂ""‘"i"ﬂ'q. 'E‘T‘t‘zeli-ﬁe AT

ol
d

-
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SEE Ll : 5

Hapvey, borp af cambas la'l,umy 20,1 o0 iEgrnia

Louise Pfﬂ’é# g 2 ldren and 21l members aof
family are now 1lving Ft Myers, ‘

107 imareied Ploy
2 ;
R
AR oI R "1'”

at GCaxemnas
uPOP“' Hahn of Fort Myers
and married (2) Ed Vickers
now 1iving st Coral Gables.







[Zf'z-&?'é't"f{f" ¥ ' '
va,/ horn Janusry 1, 1911, di.ed December 24, 12332, af/
4 Myers,” 55 » resplt of an aubomobile accidern e

jchn Raymond Stephens énd Jusna Rojas were:

1907, married Bobbie

w&rrieﬁ-adw x|

(1

2,- ls unmarried and

-

J%r'*' E-"'dis/;n Stephens were: ,
oz ]
:”»'k’dfécﬂﬂeﬁuephe*w of Ca*{ambas, who marrica 4}’//0'.
A’aﬁécs:‘ar LY

James °Lcnneps, living at Choxolos&me,
S via é’gaféw'

.!

his second wife and Tommie ., John R.,
”91*9“ Stephens, moved from Cordels,
rlda,,tlance to Homosassa, wiers
fs, thenece. to Fort Myers, via
and, finally, in Marpch, 1901, 6o
supposed to mean "Place of Well',
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fomem Estero with Mr. Frank Green, with

om the beach at the extveme scuthwestern
and on the place now called "the 014 Mann
snmderstood to have been originslly occupied
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]

on the arrival of Stephens family
the Tollowlng 1am1“ies '

eld, born at Sunnysid c,'GLOW”*a,
Tommie ¢. 3tephens st Homosaasa,
. and who died aL Fvlﬂytms Wovembe¢

brother Benjamin
d considersble prop-
: € BroN plnﬂapp7ss and
and. New York merkets. He slsgo
ndige store and buils 1ne Heights
hﬂ?l gast of fthe present Woods place,

¢ who came from ma1eao, Oh*c, and
Thmg Colliern, & dauphter of W D. Colller of
Yr, Ludlow ”orkea 20 negroes on his very largs
» nligntation which nocupied the high hill on
s of the road leading to Jaxambas north of
: sonunlace.. <Auson, John, sbtillil: 1ivas

,.\
)

Lr%bmvnnr,‘who camé %o uaxanbas
rl,m, waz @ bachelor and locatied
VMr. Green lef't v
now resl 1 2t TFPort Vyers Beach.




